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Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Introduction

» Co-managed by MOT and AEBR, on behalf of DG REGIO
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What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

The Handbook on Cross-border Energy Communities

DG REGIO, Handbook on Cross-border Energy Communities(2024),
https://ec.europa.eu/reqgional_policy/sources/studies/2025/Han
dbook_on_Cross-border_Energy_Communities.pdf

Handbook on Cross-border Energy
Communities

Final Version

Contract: 2022CE160AT275

foresight

spatial O
1T

len by Spatial Foresight, Eurac and
g Schuh, Si Zillmer, Silke

M
EureConsull l
Haarich, Kirsti Hagemanny Packa MarinaVic,
)
rac)

January 2025




What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

Definition of a Cross-border Energy Community

“A cross-border energy community is a ‘renewable energy community’ or a ‘citizen energy
community’ —as defined by EU legislation— of a cross-border nature.”

What is the difference between a quasi and a cross-border energy community

LEGAL FORM

PARTICIPATION

GOVERNANCE

CROSS-BORDER

A legal entity based on REC or CEC
definitions

Open and voluntary participation from
both sides of a border region

Controlled by members/shareholders
from the border region where it is set

Operational: physical and functional

A legal entity based on REC or CEC
definitions

Open and voluntary participation from both
sides of a border region

May have joint management (e.g., cross-
border entity), but not necessarily shared
control

Organizational: collaboration through joint
management, funding, or resources, even

Possible activities - (Q)-CBEC can engage in

Cross-border generation, distribution,
supply, consumption, aggregation of
energy

Energy storage,

Energy efficiency services

INTEGRATION | energy cooperation across the border | | ... - - physical energy flow across borders « Charging services for electric vehicles
No requirement for energy or services to e Other energy services
Must involve cross-border provision | cross the border, activities can take place in
ACTIVITIES . . )
of energy or related services one border region or separately in both
border regions
LIS C Shared generation or supply Shared funding mechanisms, staff,
(RO HOIR Y infrastructure across the border knowledge, or equipment
ACTIVITIES ge, orequip
m




What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

Challenges and obstacles / benefits ?

Benefits of implementing a (quasi) - CBEC Challenges and obstacles

« Economic, social and environmental benefits * Legal obstacles (61% of obstacles)at EU Level,
but also at national/regional level

» Contribute to the energy union . .
* Administrative obstacles (39%)

» Efficiency gains and economic benefits in terms of system

cost savings linking distribution systems across borders *  Physical or technical obstacles

- Complementing directly or indirectly other cross-border * Financial obstacles

cooperation Initiatives « Governance and management obstacles

* New development opportunities for cross-border regions in

terms of jobs and business development in the context of the
energy transition

* Reducing dependency on imports and centralised energy
supply based on fossil energy sources

» Pooling knowledge and technology resources in the cross-
border region

Wider and more diverse user base




What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

Examples from the Handbook

Inventory of CBEC, Q-CBEC and related cross-border

initiatives

EX 1: Efi Duero Douro (CBEC)
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Herzogenrath-Kerkrade cooperation on heat and
energy provision
Cross-border heat transportation "Calorie
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4 Zusamme Solar! Colmar
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6 Ralingen (DE) and Rosport-Mompach (LU) Energy
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7 Model Renewable Energy Region of the isands of
Usedom and Wolin

5 Esztorgom and Sturovo cross border community
bike rental system

9 Garveland

Project ‘Sustainable Urban Electric Tourist
Transport’ (T2UES)

11 Euregio Inntal - Hydrogen Network
12 KEM Okoanergietand Gissing

13 Energy Region Southeast Bavaria-Upper
AUSIM-SHRDMQ - Cross border district

14 Cross-border cimate-neutral district healing in the
European city Gorlitz Zgorz

15 Network TRION - climate e.V.

16 Project REHEATEAST"

7 ‘Collaboration of 8 counties in the RO-HU border
region*

10

1g Cross-border district heating system
Pramolio-Nassfeld area

1g Nova Gorica and Gorizia cross-bordar bike-sharing
system

20 German-Spaaking Community Belgium (e-bike
sharing)

21 Velocily Mobility/Velocity Aachen. Parkstad Limburg
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23 Haparanda (SE) and Tomio (Fi) district heating
network
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25 District Deating from Stadtwerke Flensburg 1o
Padborg
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26 Cross-border hydrogen region Saar-Lomaing
27 ALDEALIX
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Spanish-Portuguese border (Duero - Douro region)

The project: European cooperative society launched in 2017 as a
cross-border FEuropean energy exchange cooperative by
municipalities located along the border and the Duero-Douro
EGTC. Members can be local councils, businesses and citizens
from the territory of the Duero-Douro EGTC.

Activity: Duero's business model is based on the non-profit
marketing of electricity. The energy is produced from solar panels
andis thenintegrated into the distribution network through
shared self-consumption.

EX 2: Zusamme Solar Colmar (Quasi-CBEC)

Source: Own elaboration. Administrative boundaries: Eurostat GISCO, NUTS 2 (2016).

Note: Initiatives marked with * in the table (16, 17, and 22) cover multiple cross-border areas and are therefore not depicted on the map.
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French-German border (CEA - Freiburg in Breisgau)

The project: Altora PV Sarl, a French-German company created to
develop cross-border community photovoltaic projects. It is
owned by Fesa Energie Geno e.G. (50%), Energie Partagée (40%)
and Energies Partagées en Alsace (10%).

Activity: The cooperative produces and distributes electricity on
the French side of the border. Four roofs have been leased by
Altora-PV, on which PV panels have been installed. Since 2014,
Zusamme Solar! Colmar has been supplying 100% solar energy to
the French grid. The project is expected to be profitable by 2024.




What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

Examples from the Handbook

Inventory of CBEC, Q-CBEC and related cross-border

EX 3: Network Trion Climate (Quasi-CBEC)
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French-German-Swiss border (Upper Rhine Area)

The project: German-French-Swiss network of energy and climate
stakeholdersin the Upper Rhine region. The non-profit association
was founded on 13 March 2015 by the Upper Rhine Conference. The
purpose of the association is to promote environmental protection
through the cross-border bundling of synergy effects in the field of
climate and energy in the tri-national metropolitan region of the
Upper Rhine.

Activities: the network organises events, training courses, visits and
similar activities in the field of climate and energy, which promote the
cross-border exchange of knowledge and experience.

© Spatial Foresight, 2025 Malta 1000 km

e

Source: Own elaboration. Administrative boundaries: Eurostat GISCO, NUTS 2 (2016).

Note: Initiatives marked with * in the table (16, 17, and 22) cover multiple cross-border areas and are therefore not depicted on the map.
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EX 4: Reheateast project (Quasi-CBEC)

>
>

Danube Region (Coordination Pannon EGTC)

The project:It aims to build local partnerships for reducing the
fossil energy demand of district heating systems in the Eastern
Danube Region.

Activities: REHEATEAST aims to facilitate this by encouraging
multi-stakeholder inter-sector cooperation by developing,
testing and disseminating applicable solutions that support
public-private cooperation and the implementation of large-
scale building and system rehabilitation programs. The
developed models are tested in pilot actions.




What are (quasi) cross-border energy communities?

The LICHT methodology

Energy Community Stages

Awareness Emergence Development Post-Development Operation
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Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Objective of the call

Selection of 7 pilot

actions

g @ Objectives of the pilots

Further develop a project or
launch new initiatives seeking to
explore the process of setting up
and growing their community.

3

Progress from one stage to
another within the LICHT
methodology

Produce a roadmap
identifying the progress in
the establishment and
development of a(Q)-CBEC




' Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Support to pilot actions

 Needs analysis and stakeholder

A sub-grant of up to 15,000.00 € mapping/ an onboarding interview

to implement activities to develop O . Worlkslzjqp tsuPPO_rt' Each piLOthWi” be
the (0-}-CBEC involved in two in-person workshops

» Dedicated continuous technical
(eligible activities to be further support

detailed) » Peers-to-peers webinars

®©
—




Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communitie

Eligibile entities

Who can apply?

/\/ Cross-border entities (EGTC, EuroregioD

or similar CB structures with legal
personality);

v Local and regional authorities of border
regions®;

v Citizen cooperatives  with legal
personality, NGOs, associations or SMEs™.

= /

*The application needs to involve a partner
(eligible entity) from the other side of the same border

There is no maximum limit to the number of
partners, though the feasibility of the proposals
should be taken into account when defining the
consortia.

A single natural person cannot be considered as
a partner.




Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Geographical scope L gl

v Located in a NUTS3 land border regions of a
European Economic Area (EEA)member state or ¥
Switzerland.

A |
14
‘

v" This call for proposals is focused on land border
regions.

v Proposals involving (Q)-CBEC or installations along
maritime border regions may be considered if
they align with the core objectives and eligibility
criteria of the call.

Map illustrating the geographical scope of the applicants “ o ' REGiogs

m




Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Examples of eligible activities . . .
Technical and Spatial Planning

Stakeholder Engagement > Map energy demand, supply, infrastructure, and
renewable resource potential

» Engage citizens and local stakeholders in cross-border
energy initiatives > Prepare spatial and technical or administrative
> Launch public awareness campaigns documentation

» Partner with local and regional energy agencies,
Distribution System Operators (DSOs), and other key
stakeholders to assess existing infrastructure and align Infrastructure Development
new projects with ongoing efforts in the region

> Develop training programs for public officials,
technical experts, and citizens > Plan the set up and connexion of shared production
systems

> Design and plan cross-border infrastructure projects,

» Set up shared services and infrastructure for electro-
Legal and Governance mobility

» Conduct feasibility studies to determine the most
suitable legal and governance structure fora CBEC

> Draft orimplement a cooperation agreement between
relevant partners > Explore and identify public and private funding sources

» Prepare the necessary steps to set up a legal entity >
establishing a CBEC

Financing and investment

Develop joint business models

> Explore economic opportunities for joint renewable
energy generation, distribution, and sharing




Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

How to apply?

Application to be submitted on CBEC website /

Deadlineis
\>» 215t November 2025

Annexes to join: Calendar, budget, declaration of partnership. 1 8 :OO C ET
Form and templates available under:

Possible to attach additional documents: Map presenting border-energy-communties.eu/callforproposal
the intervention area, a graph, an infographic...

Submit the application ONLY via the online form.

> Application in English or French
> For other languages, use the UE’s eTranslation Tool if » HelpdeSk: cbec@mot.asso.fr

needed




' Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Jan.

July 10th Nov. 21th Nov. Dec. 2026 March 1st 2026 Febr. 28th 2027

ELIGIBILITY
CHECK
v +
$IEI2SE:I,':ELOF|:)R SELECTION CONTRACTING REESFE.T,LT\(E
v PROPOSAL FIRST PAYMENT (50%) PAYl\(ASEOr:l/T)
OPENING OF
THE CALL FOR
PROPOSAL v
+ v v
st nd
;EQZTSN gEslg::)?q RESULTS TECHNICAL + FINANCIAL
SEPTEMBER 8t SUPPORT TO THE (Q)-CBEC




Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Evaluation criteria

1. The proposal is aligned with the definition of cross-border or (quasi) cross- 1-5
border energy community.

2. The proposal offers potential to increase cross-border cooperation in this field. 1-5

3. The proposal's purpose is to provide environmental, economic or social 1-5
community benefits to the (quasi) cross-border energy community’'s members
and shareholders rather than financial profit.

v" Pilots actions will be evaluated on 8 criteria
v' Must score above 24/40 pts

4. The proposal aims at developing a roadmap to initiate or strengthen the 1-5
development of a (quasi) cross-border energy community.

v' Must score above 50% in Relevance, Quality
and Impact

5. The proposal is clear, and includes a well-defined concept, methodology, and 1-5 \
organisation of activities with detailed allocation of resources for implementing

the pilot action.

6. The proposal reflects a strong partnership, through both its community 1-5
approach and its cross-border dimension =

7. The proposal highlights the expected long-term impact of the pilot action. 1-5

8. The proposal demonstrates the replicability potential of the pilot action. 1-5




Thanks for your attention

Contact: chec@mot.asso.fr

Website: border-energy-communities.eu/

nissaantransfrontier
operabonneileoperational
transirantaliéremizsion

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

Funded by with the technical support of

the European Union RESCCOP.EU
L]




' Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS




CBEC TEAM

cbec@mot.asso.fr

AEBR - AGEG - ARFE
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opérationnelle operational

nelle operational
transfrontaliére mission

Jean Peyrony Silvia Gobert-Keckeis Anouck Moulin Alice Duret Baptiste Routier
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Call for proposal « Cross-border Energy Communities >

Save the date

()

CROSS-BORDER
ENERGY COMMUNITIES

Next online Info Session
Monday 8t" Sept. 2025




Contact : chec@mot.asso.fr

Website : border-energy-communities.eu/
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